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Mexico: Amendments to Federal Copyright Law and the Federal Criminal Code 
intended to strengthen enforcement of rights in the digital environment.

This is part 2 of our series of newsletters on Intellectual 
Property amendments to laws in Mexico to comply 
with USMCA standards, especially on enforcement of 
copyrights in digital environments.

Both the Federal Copyright Law and the Federal Criminal 
Code were modified. In this newsletter we highlight 
the most relevant changes. 

I.	 Federal Copyright Law.

	» Copyright owners have the right to authorize 
or forbid internet access to their works.

	» Copyrights on software now include the right 
to authorize:

◊	Any form of reproduction including 
unauthorized rental of licensed software 
to third parties. This section will become 
relevant in complex corporate structures, 
where one entity acquires a license and the 
use of the software benefits other entities.

◊	Decompilation, processes to reverse engineer 
and disassemble software.

◊	Public communication of software.

	» -	 Some fair use exemptions are included, 
such as (i) technical measures to access works 
in the public domain, (ii) engineering to prevent 
access to works by minors, (iii) activities intended 
to ensure cybersecurity, (iv) national security, 
and (v) activities intended to facilitate access 
to persons with disabilities. 

	» Internet service providers will not be liable for 
copyright infringement when:

◊	They do not initiate the chain of transmission 
of the copyrighted work.

◊	They include and do not interfere with security 
measures.

	» Online service providers, which will include 
several popular platforms such as YouTube 
and Twitter, will not be liable when:

◊	They implement a notice and takedown system, 
intended to respond to a representative of 
the copyright owner or a requirement from 



authorities.

◊	They execute takedowns unilaterally and in 
good faith, with a notification to the party 
responsible for uploading content.

◊	They have a policy establishing termination 
of accounts that incur repeated offenses.

The notice and takedown system has been 
the subject of controversy, as it facilitates 
enforcement by copyright owners, and it includes 
minimum requirements.

II.	 Federal Criminal Code.

Several activities are defined as felonies, as 
follows:

	» Deciphering and decompression of 
telecommunications signals; sales of apparatus 
useful for these activities.

	» Redistribution of satellite signals. 

	» Manufacturing of devices intended to 
deactivate security measures.

	» Recording of movie exhibitions in cinemas 
or similar locations.

This newsletter was prepared by Juan Luis Serrano-
Leets (jlserrano@sanchezdevanny.com).
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Sánchez Devanny is a leading Mexican law firm that provides full-service legal advice both to Mexican and 
international clients.

We build enduring client relationships because we make every effort to understand our clients’ businesses and 
expectations, to serve as an ally, and to provide complete, accessible and personalized advice.

Sánchez Devanny refers to Sánchez-Devanny Eseverri, S.C., a leading Mexican law firm that provides full-service legal advice both to Mexican and international clients.

This publication contains general information only and is just for informative purposes. Sánchez Devanny is  not  rendering legal advice or  services by  means of  this publication. To obtain legal advice or services 
and before making any decision or taking any action that may affect your business you should consult a qualified professional advisor.
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and Immigration; Corporate Governance and Regulatory Compliance; Energy, Natural Resources and Environmental; Life Sciences; Intellectual Property, Entertainment and Sports Law; Litigation and  Alternative 
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