
July 06, 2020

Life Sciences Practice Group Newsletter

New criteria for the implementation, verification, surveillance and compliance 
evaluation of NOM-051-SCFI/SSA1-2010

On July 1, 2020, the General Directorate of Standards 
(DGN) and the Federal Commission for the Protection 
against Health Risks (COFEPRIS) submitted to the National 
Commission for Regulatory Improvement (CONAMER) 
a project of criteria for the implementation, 
verification, surveillance and compliance evaluation 
of NOM-051-SCFI/SSA1-2010 (NOM-051), which 
establishes marking and labeling requirements for 
prepackaged food and non-alcoholic beverages.

In such project the DGN and COFEPRIS establish the 
following criteria:

1. The Ministry of Economy, the Ministry of Health, 
COFEPRIS and the Federal Consumer Protection 
Agency (PROFECO) will be in charge of this NOM 
verification.

2. Compliance at retail in connection with 
the frontal warning system will be verified 
as of October 1, 2020, and the rest of the 
amendments, as of April 1, 2021.

3. Compliance with the amendments prior to its entry 
into force (October 1st) will not be considered 
an infraction.

4. The use of stickers over the original label by the 
importers will not be considered an infraction 
(according to the third transitory article of the 
amendment, this option is only be available until 
March 31, 2021). 

5. In connection with  Authorized Verification Entities 
(UVAs) it is specified that:

a. These may issue compliance opinions and/
or certificates until their authorization is 
renewed and approved by the Accreditation 
Entities.

b. The compliance opinions are issued following 
an onsite visit per the importer’s request; and 
the certificates are issued after the review 
of the label per the request of a producer, 
manufacturer, importer, retailer, services 
provider or consumer.

c. The requesting party is responsible for the 
information provided to the UVAs; and the latter 
are exempt to issue opinions or certificates 
if the information provided is not enough or 
inadequate.



d. These must comply with the procedure 
established in article 98 of the Regulations 
of the Federal Metrology and Standardization 
Law (LFMN) in case of verification visits.

e. These must comply with the Mexican Standard 
“NMX-Z-12/2-1987. Sampling for inspection 
by characteristics - Part 2: Sampling methods, 
tables and graphs” in case of product sampling.

6. The SE will submit the amendments to the 
NOMs Guidelines for analysis by the Foreign 
Trade Commission for implementing NOM-051 
amendment’s enforcement upon the importation 
of products.

Any interested party may submit comments to the 
project of criteria through CONAMER’s web page.

These are the provisions in such project, however there 
is a diversity of related provisions that could have 
potential negative effects on the operation of people 
obliged to the compliance of NOMs in the manufacturing, 
import, marketing and other processes of goods and 
products.

For further information regarding the amendments 
to NOM-051 and other labeling and advertising 
requirements, click here.

Our team of experts can assist you in the analysis of 
any of the new labeling and advertising regulations, as 
well as with the strategy that best suits your products.
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Sánchez Devanny is a leading Mexican law firm that provides full-service legal advice both to Mexican and 
international clients.

We build enduring client relationships because we make every effort to understand our clients’ businesses and 
expectations, to serve as an ally, and to provide complete, accessible and personalized advice.

Sánchez Devanny refers to Sánchez-Devanny Eseverri, S.C., a leading Mexican law firm that provides full-service legal advice both to Mexican and international clients.

This publication contains general information only and is just for informative purposes. Sánchez Devanny is  not  rendering legal advice or  services by  means of  this publication. To obtain legal advice or services 
and before making any decision or taking any action that may affect your business you should consult a qualified professional advisor.

Sánchez Devanny provides legal services in the areas of Corporate and M&A; Corporate and Project Finance; International Trade and Customs; Real Estate, Infrastructure and Hospitality; Tax; Labor, Social Security 
and Immigration; Corporate Governance and Regulatory Compliance; Energy, Natural Resources and Environmental; Life Sciences; Intellectual Property, Entertainment and Sports Law; Litigation and  Alternative 
Dispute Resolution; Antitrust; Financial Institutions and  Services; Private Wealth Management and Estate Planning and Data Privacy and Information Technology to both public and private clients, especially in the 
automotive, retail, pharmaceutical, manufacturing, real estate and energy industries.
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