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Mexican Antitrust Commission launches investigation for potential absolute 
monopolistic practices in the non-residential real estate lease market

On October 22nd, 2020, the Investigating Authority 
of the Federal Commission of Economic Competition 
(COFECE) published in the Federation Official Gazette 
and its official web site a notice of the initiation of 
an investigation for potential absolute monopolistic 
practices (cartels) in the non-residential real estate 
lease market.

COFECE initiated the investigation process under file 
number IO-004-2020 (the “Investigation”) to determine 
if any absolute monopolistic practices described in the 
Federal Economic Competition Law have  taken place 
in such market. However, this Investigation should 
not be considered as a prejudgment of responsibility 
of any economic agent.

The Investigation has an initial term of 120 business 
days. Such term may be extended for the same period 
of time on four additional occasions.

If COFECE proves the existence of absolute monopolistic 
practices, the economic agents involved may be 
sanctioned for up to 10% of the companies’ income. 
Likewise, the individuals involved may be subject to 
criminal and/or civil sanctions.

It is important that companies are properly prepared 
and duly legally advised in case the COFECE requires 
information from them.

At Sanchez Devanny we have substantial experience in 
these processes, and we are at the disposal of companies 
that want to adequately prepare a response to any 
requirement if they are involved in an investigation 
by the COFECE and the proceeding that may occur.

This newsletter was jointly prepared by José Antonio 
Postigo Uribe (japostigo@sanchezdevanny.com), Diego 
Gómez-Haro Katznelson (dgomezharo@sanchezdevanny.
com), Max Ernesto Hernández Ernult (mhernandez@
sanchezdevanny.com) and Alonso Sandoval Arroyo 
(asandoval@sanchezdevanny.com).
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Sánchez Devanny refers to Sánchez-Devanny Eseverri, S.C., a leading Mexican law firm that provides full-service legal advice both to Mexican and international clients.

This publication contains general information only and is just for informative purposes. Sánchez Devanny is  not  rendering legal advice or  services by  means of  this publication. To obtain legal advice or services 
and before making any decision or taking any action that may affect your business you should consult a qualified professional advisor.

Sánchez Devanny provides legal services in the areas of Corporate and M&A; Corporate and Project Finance; International Trade and Customs; Real Estate, Infrastructure and Hospitality; Tax; Labor, Social Security 
and Immigration; Corporate Governance and Regulatory Compliance; Energy, Natural Resources and Environmental; Life Sciences; Intellectual Property, Entertainment and Sports Law; Litigation and  Alternative 
Dispute Resolution; Antitrust; Financial Institutions and  Services; Private Wealth Management and Estate Planning and Data Privacy and Information Technology to both public and private clients, especially in the 
automotive, retail, pharmaceutical, manufacturing, real estate and energy industries.

Sánchez Devanny is a leading Mexican law firm that provides full-service legal advice both to Mexican and 
international clients.

We build enduring client relationships because we make every effort to understand our clients’ businesses and 
expectations, to serve as an ally, and to provide complete, accessible and personalized advice.
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